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Tebabu Assefa 

Tebabu Assefa, a native of Ethiopia, came to the US in 1981.  He studied 
photography, film production and communication at the University of 
Minnesota in Minneapolis.  In 1991, Mr. Assefa moved to the 
Washington, DC area where he worked in fine art photography, 
film/video production, and communication and marketing in the 
commercial and educational markets.   

In 2000, Mr. Assefa founded Ha-Hu Design, a company that provided 
promotion and marketing support to community organizations, NGOs and businesses promoting 
grass root actions, movements and enterprises engaged in social and economic development in 
the US and Ethiopia.  In 2008, Tebabu was awarded the Community Activist award by the 
Takoma Foundation, an institution that raises funds and makes grants to advance  the social, 
environmental, economic, educational and cultural interests in the Takoma Park community.  
Tebabu now serves on the Board.  Governor O'Malley has also appointed Tebabu to the 
Governor's Commission on African Affairs.   
 
As a cultural promoter and communication consultant, Mr. Assefa supported enterprise in the 
local African-American, and Caribbean markets with emphasis on cultural and economic 
development including the Ethiopia Cultural Museum of Chicago.  Tebabu is the founder and the 
principal producer of the First Annual Ethiopian Festival in Downtown Silver Spring, Maryland.  
Mr. Tebabu Assefa is a recipient of champions of change award from the Obama administration 
in 2012.   
 
He is a community Leader and Social Entrepreneur and founder of Blessed Coffee (BC) a social 
business that supports 200,000 coffee farmers in Ethiopia improving their social capital through 
a new model of business called Virtues Exchanges (VE) that connects small farmers and 
producers with the consumer directly.  BC is the second company to register as a Benefit 
Corporation (a public corporation chartered and produces public benefit as well as profit), a 
hybrid of for-profit and non-profit models that aims for community benefits as well as profits in 
the State of Maryland.  Tebabu makes his home in Takoma Park, MD with his wife and partner 
Sara, their son Yared, and daughter Helina.   
 

Anna Awimbo 

Anna is Director of the Collaborative Communities Program at the Center 
for a New American Dream.  She is an expert on issues related to the 
impact of technological and cultural changes on the economy, society, and 
the environment. She has more than 20 years of experience identifying and 
developing effective alternative systems to address poverty, 
unemployment, and climate change. She has also been a long time 
advocate for sustainable food production. During her career she has 
worked for, among other organizations, RESULTS Educational Fund, the 



Foundation on Economic Trends, WorldWIDE Network (Women in Development and 
Environment), the United Nations Environment Programme, and the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA). Much of her work has involved designing, spearheading, and managing national 
and global campaigns aimed at developing strong networks and building sustainable economies. 
Anna is also co-editor of the book New Pathways out of Poverty that explores strategies to 
bring clean energy solutions and actionable information to the poor. In her free time, Anna 
enjoys volunteering at her children’s school in Maryland where she has led the effort to launch a 
green neighborhood initiative and build an outdoor classroom and garden. 
 
 

David Blockstein 

David E. Blockstein is a Senior Scientist with the National Council for 
Science and the Environment.  He has a B.S. in wildlife ecology from the 
University of Wisconsin and a M.S. and Ph.D. in ecology from the 
University of Minnesota. He is the author of the Birds of North America 
species account on the Passenger Pigeon. He is one of the leaders in 
Project Passenger Pigeon (www.passengerpigeon.org ), an effort to use 
the 2014 centenary of the extinction of the Passenger Pigeon as a 
teachable moment. His scholarly interest in Passenger Pigeons began when 
he was conducting his dissertation research on reproductive ecology and 

parental investment in Mourning Doves.  Dr. Blockstein has also conducted research on ecology 
and conservation of tropical pigeons and doves in Grenada and Western Samoa. He is the 
founding chair of the Ornithological Council and a Fellow of the American Ornithologists’ Union.  

As the 1987-88 Congressional Science Fellow of the American Institute of Biological Sciences 
and American Society of Zoologists, Dr. Blockstein worked with the House of Representatives 
Environment Subcommittee of the Science Committee to prepare the National Biological 
Diversity Conservation and Environmental Research Act. He taught zoology, ecology, and 
ornithology for the University of Minnesota and Connecticut College. His present work involves 
improving the linkages between science and environmental policy.  He is the co-author of the 
Climate Solutions Consensus: What We Know and What To Do About It, published by Island 
Press (2010). In 2008 he received the American Institute of Biological Sciences Distinguished 
Service Award. 

Misha D. Clive 

Misha is the Communications & Marketing Manager for Green America’s Green 
Business Network.  Before joining Green America in 2009, she used her B.A. 
in East Asian Studies from Bryn Mawr College to become a small business 
entrepreneur in the international music industry. She combines her years of 
experience in organizing for social and environmental causes with her small 
business background to serve the green business community. Misha is proud 

to be the 50th Founding Member of Hub DC, a center-in-progress for social innovation in the DC 
metro area that will serve as an incubator for social enterprise. She recently co-created and 
performed in a production for the Capital Fringe Festival. 

http://www.passengerpigeon.org/�


Eric R. Coffman 

Eric is the Senior Energy Planner with Montgomery County’s Department of 
Environmental Protection.  In this capacity, he is responsible for developing 
energy policy, managing public programs, creating public private partnerships, 
and coordinating energy management between County Agencies.  He is also 
an active advocate for federal, state and local initiatives to benefit 
Montgomery County consumers through the deployment of energy and other 
clean energy technologies and programs.  

Eric is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State University (PSU), a USGBC LEED-AP (BD+C 
specialty) and holds a number of relevant certifications from the Association of Energy 
Engineers.  

Jim Conlon 

Jim is owner and founder of Elysian Energy. He first conceived Elysian Energy 
while working as a researcher and intern at the American Council on Renewable 
Energy. He founded the company in 2007 and has overseen its growth to over 
35 employees working across a variety of energy efficiency sectors. His vision, 
enhancing the built environment for a more sustainable future, has become a 
core bedrock of the company culture.   
 
Jim has worked in energy for more than ten years, with over 9 years of energy 
efficiency work. During that time he has become certified as a LEED for Homes 
Green Rater, a Certified Passive House Consultant, a HERS Rater, a HERS QAD 

rater, a PHIUS+ Rater, a BPI Building Analyst, BPI Envelope Professional, and Energy Auditor 
trainer. 
 
Jim grew up in Chicago and earned a degree in Biology (Ecosystem Management and 
Conservation Biology concentration). Jim instituted the volunteer program at the company, and 
is passionate about local non-profit work.  In addition to making contributions to local animal 
shelters, he rescued his Border-Collie mix, Gaia, from the Washington Animal Rescue League. 
Gaia is also our unofficial office mascot. 
 
 

 
Sterling Crockett 

Sterling Crockett believes leaders have the ability and responsibility to balance 
community involvement while successfully driving business.  In his 20-plus years 
as a serial entrepreneur, Sterling has worked in such varied industries as 
Construction, Defense and, most recently, the sustainable coffee sector as CEO of 
Chesapeake Bay Roasting Company.   

His personal dedication to socially responsible leadership has led him to 
understand that we succeed or fail as a community and the realization that the 



most impactful work in tackling challenges will result from a collaborative effort at the 
community level.  Our greatest payoffs will come from understanding our commonalities; 
respecting our strengths and building credibility with direct reach into the community. 

Also a champion of education, Sterling is on the advisory board at the Universities at Shady 
Grove where he sponsors a scholarship fostering the next generation of entrepreneurs.  He is a 
board member of the Arts and Humanity Council of Montgomery County, current Treasurer of 
Silver Spring Green, and former Chair of the Board of the Montgomery County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

 

Jose Dominguez 

Jose Dominguez is the Executive Director of Pyramid Atlantic Art Center.  The 
mission of Pyramid Atlantic is to build communities that give life to papermaking, 
printmaking and artists books.  He is a veteran of the area's non-profit 
community and brings more than fifteen years of experience in non-profit 
management and youth program development to the position. Mr. Dominguez 
has managed grants at the DC Children and Youth Investment Trust 
Corporation, developed events such as the DC Hip Hop Theatre Festival at the 

DC Art Commission, and directed after school programs at the Young Playwright’s Theater and 
the Shakespeare Theatre.  

Mr. Dominguez received his BA from Southern Methodist University and his MFA in Fine Arts 
from the Tisch School of the Arts, New York University. 

 

Ann English 

Ann English, RLA, ASLA,  LEED® AP BD+C is the Program Manager for the 
RainScapes Program in the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 
Montgomery County, Maryland. This program provides implementation and 
technical support and outreach to private property owners, MCPS and 
landscape professionals who are building projects that reduce runoff and 
improve water quality.  Ann is responsible for developing and presenting a 

variety of the program elements and overseeing the team that is responsible for implementing 
the RainScapes program elements: RainScapes Rewards, RainScapes for Neighborhoods, 
RainScapes for Schools and the RainScapes for Professionals training series.  

Previously, Ann was the staff Landscape Architect at the Low Impact Development Center 
(LIDC) in Beltsville, MD working on materials research and urban design projects and developed 
the rain garden templates for the Chesapeake Bay Watershed which are available on the LIDC 



website. At the University of Georgia and the George Washington University she has taught 
courses in planting design, sustainable design practices, and water management.  

For several years she has focused on sustainable residential design, ecological stormwater 
management, and developing curriculum rich, sustainable design solutions for schoolyards from 
Pre-K-12. She earned her BA in American History from U. Penn, a Master's of Regional Planning 
from Penn State and a Master's of Landscape Architecture from the University of Georgia.   She 
also served on the Kidsgardening Advisory Board of the National Gardening Association for over 
a decade. 

Valerie Ervin 

Valerie Ervin is the Montgomery County Councilmember for District 5.  She 
believes that politics is aspirational and that government plays an important 
role in the lives of people. Her work as a legislator has focused on connecting 
government, business, education and the safety net to serve the needs of all 
residents of our community.  

She has championed the issues that people in Montgomery County care about 
ranging from promoting local stewardship of taxpayer money through local 

investment, attracting and retaining employment, promoting transportation options, addressing 
food insecurity issues, improving childhood nutrition, closing the Achievement Gap, and the 
many local neighborhood and civic issues that mean so much to her neighbors and friends.  

Valerie served as Council President in 2011 and made her mark as a strong, independent voice 
who along with her colleagues weathered the storm of one of the toughest budgets in recent 
memory, which occurred during the height of the great recession. The County came out of that 
year with a fiscal plan that has put the county on the road to recovery.  

Councilmember Ervin is a woman who sees hard truths and focuses on innovative strategies for 
solving problems. She believes that residents and businesses choose to call Montgomery County 
home because of our outstanding quality of life. Our highly educated workforce, top-tier school 
system, rich cultural opportunities, and proximity to the nation’s capital are just a few factors 
that contribute to making our county’s future bright.  

She has said that, “Our County should be nothing less than a national model for how all 
community interests can imagine and achieve a bright future. The people of Montgomery 
County deserve nothing less, and we should hold ourselves accountable for delivering this 
outcome.”  

Ervin has received many awards for her public service including: Washingtonian Magazine’s 
Most Powerful Women Award in 2011; Maryland’s Top 100 Women from the Daily Record in 
2008 and 2012; Long Branch Athletic Association’s Community Hero Award in 2010; Phyliss 



Campbell Newsome Public Policy Leadership Award from the Center for Non-Profit Advancement 
in 2008; John Greeley Award from Liberty’s Promise in 2008; and the Phenomenal Woman of 
the Year Award from Community Bridges in 2007.  

Governor O’Malley named Ervin to the Chesapeake Bay Trust, which is a non-profit, grant-
making organization created to promote public awareness and participation in the restoration 
and protection of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. She received a 2008-2009 Rawlings 
Fellowship from the James MacGregor Burns Academy of Leadership at the University of 
Maryland.  

 

Sara Espinoza  

Sara Espinoza is director of the Earth Gauge® program (www.earthgauge.net) at the 
National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF, www.neefusa.org). Since 2005, 
Sara has worked in partnership with the American Meteorological Society and 
television weathercasters nationwide to incorporate environmental and climate 

information into on-air weathercasts, TV station websites and social media – an effort that has 
grown from seven to more than 200 participating weathercasters. As an Audubon 
TogetherGreen Fellow, she expanded Earth Gauge to Spanish-language media with translated 
materials for television and radio. Sara is a senior fellow and board member of the 
Environmental Leadership Program and chair of the National Advisory Committee of the Centers 
for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence (COSEE). Before joining NEEF, Sara worked with 
education programs at World Wildlife Fund and The Jane Goodall Institute. She holds a B.A. 
from Bucknell University and a Master of Environmental Management from Duke University. 

 

Stephanie Flack 

Stephanie has worked for The Nature Conservancy for 16 years, and in recent 
years her focus has evolved from restoration and protection within the Potomac 
Gorge to partnerships and policies affecting the entire Potomac River basin, which 
spreads through four states and the District of Columbia. She works with a wide 
range of science and resource-management partners to foster understanding of 
how much water the river needs and when those flows are needed to sustain the 
Potomac River’s natural services and rich ecological diversity. 

 

 



Kristin Foringer  

Kristin Foringer is the Communications and Development Manager for the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust, a non-profit grantmaking organization based in Annapolis, 
MD. Kristin helps manage the communications strategy, development outreach 
and marketing initiatives for the Trust.  

She graduated from Miami University with a B.A. in Political Science and 
Environmental Geography and received her M.A. in Public Communication from American 
University in May. Kristin has a deep appreciation for the natural world, and enjoys hiking, 
traveling and photography. 

 

Kevin Gallagher  

Kevin Gallagher is the Owner of Eco-Craft Builders and an avid urban bee 
keeper.  He began his construction career in rural Pennsylvania, restoring 
historic farm houses and converting barns from old farms to new, outer-
suburban homes in the far reaches of the Philadelphia metropolitan area.  
Having spent this time in the field working with craftsmen and master 
trades people, he developed a diverse knowledge base of the how-to. 

He would later transition from actual hands-on field operations to managing the overall 
construction process, from permit to final clean.  He received his training and much of his 
experience from some of the most respected construction companies in the DC Metro area, 
managing several large projects ranging in size and complexity.  During this period of his career 
he participated on projects that integrated the use of “green building” technologies and pursued 
his LEED credentials while participating on LEED certified projects. 

He built his first modern home in 2007, taking a 975 square-foot rambler located in Rockville’s 
Twinbrook community and converting it to a 2,572 square-foot Neo Colonial.  The house was 
recognized by the Rockville City zoning commission as “tasteful re-development that was 
appropriate for the surrounding community” during the city’s re-zoning process.  It was during 
this project that he was truly inspired to spend the remainder of his construction career building 
environmentally sustainable, custom homes and specialty projects. 

The most recent achievement of his green-building experience is having participated in dual 
roles as the Senior Project Superintendent and the Quality Control Manager for the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology’s Net Zero Energy Residential Test Facility.  This project, 
a 2,700 square-foot home that integrates some of today’s most current and future technologies 
has been built as a test bed for scientists to perform real time experiments and studies of a net 
zero home for decades to come.  This project is of great significance to his home building 
career.  It has provided him with experience and insight about the cutting edge technologies of 



today’s building sciences for the design and construction of sustainable, high performance 
homes. 

Consistent with Kevin’s focus on sustainable practices, he is an urban bee keeper.  At his Silver 
Spring home, he has maintained several hives in recent years and sees this as a green capital 
investment in his local community.  He also enjoys the returned favor of fresh honey on his 
kitchen table.  

 

 

Ronald W. Galvin, Jr. 

Mr. Galvin (Ronnie), has committed his life’s work to community building, 
community organizing, and social change.  Educationally, he earned a B.S. in 
Business Administration from the Citadel Military College of South Carolina 
(1990) and a Masters of Divinity degree from the Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Ronnie began his community building career in Atlanta, Georgia working as a 
part of the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Neighborhood Transformation Unit at the Atlanta Civic 
Site.  As the Civic Site’s Senior Community Builder Ronnie facilitated efforts to activate resident 
power, influence, and social networking capacities to inspire participation in the planning and 
building of a 31-acre transit-oriented and sustainable development project in these same 
Southside Atlanta neighborhoods.   

In 2010 Ronnie relocated with his family to take the position as Executive Director at IMPACT 
Silver Spring.  Chief amongst the team’s work is an innovative collaborative with the 
Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services and several other area non-
profits to create a “thriving multicultural” Neighborhood Opportunity Network in Silver Spring 
and other areas in Montgomery County.  This network represents diverse groups of residents 
and other community stakeholders who are freely exchanging gifts and talents in order to 
“ignite inclusive local economies and vibrant communities.”   

 

Reg Godin 

Reg Godin is a Director of Markets and Programs for FRESHFARM Markets.  
The mission of FRESHFARM Markets is to educate the public about food and 
environmental issues, and to provide vital economic opportunities for local 
farmers. They accomplish this through their farmers markets and programs.  
FRESHFARM Markets operates 11 producer-only farmers markets with more 
than 115 farmers and producers from 5 states who farm more than 9,000 



acres. Their markets attract more than 360,000 shoppers annually in DC, MD and VA. 

Reg was born and raised in Vermont.  His passion for supporting farmers comes from his large 
extended family of Vermont dairy farmers and maple syrup producers.  He graduated from the 
University of New Hampshire in 2004 with a degree in Environmental Conservation where he 
was also a 4 year member of the Varsity Football team. 

Pastor Mark Greiner 

Mark Greiner is the pastor of Takoma Park Presbyterian Church, a community 
organizing congregation active with Action in Montgomery.  The congregation is 
creating an innovative community shared commercial microenterprise kitchen in 
collaboration with a number of area partners.  Listening deeply to our neighbors is 
the foundation of building our diverse community.  Pastor Greiner has been 
studying “the Bread of Life” – connecting worship and sustainable agriculture. 

 

 

Ryan Hodum  

Ryan Hodum has more than a decade of experience helping clients understand 
complex sustainability challenges and opportunities in the private and non-profit 
sectors.  As Vice President of David Gardiner and Associates (DGA), Ryan guides 
small businesses and Fortune 500 companies to make smart sustainability 
decisions.  In addition to principal areas of expertise in energy policy, energy 
efficiency, and renewable energy, Ryan is a strategic thinker and possesses an 

innate teaching ability.  Using innovative approaches to solving energy challenges, he has 
helped a leading global apparel manufacturer through the complex process of developing its 
global clean energy and sustainability strategy.  For small businesses, Ryan has introduced 
them to renewable energy and energy efficiency opportunities and connecting businesses with 
energy experts such as EPA’s Energy Start program.  On the non-profit side, he has helped 
build partnerships and alliances to advance energy policy at the federal level. 

Prior to DGA, he worked at the U.S. Department of State, managing international climate 
conferences in India, Japan and Australia in support of a project portfolio to expand renewable 
energy and energy efficiency in China and India.  He provided significant research assistance to 
the World Resources Institute on global supply chain bottlenecks in the wind turbine industry.  
Ryan has a Bachelor of Arts in International Relations and Hispanic Studies from the College of 
William and Mary, and has earned a Master of Arts in Global Environmental Policy from 
American University.  He speaks fluent Spanish.  
 



Dr. Wanjiru Kamau 

Dr. Kamau is Co-Founder and Executive Director of Mavuuno Greenhouses, 
Incorporated.  Prior to Mavuuno Greenhouses, she served as Founder and 
Executive Director of The African Immigrant & Refugees Foundation (AIRF).  
She is the winner of the 2011 Purpose Prize (an annual $100,000 award for 
social entrepreneurs), part of which she invested in the Mavuuno 
Greenhouses as a for-profit arm of the AIRF. 

 

 

 Khanjan Mehta 

Khanjan Mehta is the Founding Director of the Humanitarian Engineering 
and Social Entrepreneurship (HESE) Program and Assistant Professor of 
Engineering Design at Penn State. Mehta has led technology-based social 
ventures in Kenya, Tanzania, India, China and other countries. These 
ventures range from telemedicine systems and ruggedized biomedical 
devices to low-cost greenhouses, solar food dryers, cell phone-based social 
networking systems, and knowledge sharing platforms for self-employed 
women. 

 

Brett Meyers 

In May 2011, Brett founded Nourish Now while working as the General 
Manager at Jades Vending Corporation.  Prior to working at Jades Vending, 
Brett studied food safety, nutrition and culinary techniques at L’Academie 
de Cuisine in Gaithersburg, MD and become a certified Food Service 
manager by the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human 
Services.  As a native of Montgomery County, Brett has volunteered with 
many different non-profits over the years. 

While working in the food industry he saw how much food was wasted each day by the 
restaurants he managed and he knew he had to do something to make a change in how the 
surplus food was handled.  It was this thought, and the desire to make a difference in his 
community, that led him to create Nourish Now.  Brett is the founder and Executive Director of 
Nourish Now and works hard each day to recover as much surplus food as possible and bring it 
to those who need it most. 

 



Kevin Moss 
Kevin is responsible for BT’s Net Good program, focused on helping society live 
within the constraints of the planet’s resources. 

 He has been an integral part of corporate sustainability activities since 2007 with 
various roles in sustainability strategy, stakeholder engagement and sustainability 
reporting for BT at a corporate level both in the US and globally. He is also a 
member of HP’s External Global Citizenship Advisory board. Kevin has been  

included in the 2013 Trust Across America Top 100 Thought Leaders and Guardian Sustainable 
Business 30 Most Influential Sustainability Voices in America. He was a recipient of the 2009 PR 
News; CSR Executive of the Year Award . 

Kevin shares his thoughts about the intersection between information communication 
technology services, business and sustainability on his blog CSR Perspective, at 
www.csrperspective.com. and  @kevinimoss on Twitter 

 
John Mulrow 

In 2010 John worked as a blogger and presenter for Worldwatch's State of the 
World issue, which launched the Transforming Cultures project - an ongoing 
effort to document best practices in shifting our modern culture away from 
consumerism and toward sustainability. He has since worked as a 
compost/waste reduction consultant in California and is now a programs 

manager for the Illinois Sustainable Technology Center.  John is an avid reader of sustainability 
literature and an enthusiastic, though not too ambitious, Settler of Catan! 

 
Janet Ranganathan  
 

Janet Ranganathan is the Vice President for Science and Research at the World 
Resources Institute. She plays a lead role in ensuring that WRI’s research is 
robust and its strategies evidence based and designed to create scalable results. 
This includes overseeing the planning, quality control, and evaluation of WRI’s 
research and publications. She works closely with the Managing Director to 

oversee the development of strategy within and across WRI’s four programs: Climate, Energy 
and Transport; Institutions and Governance; People and Ecosystems; and Markets and 
Enterprises. Janet is also a member of the World Resources Report project team focusing on 
Food Futures: Feeding 9 Billion while Sustaining Ecosystems in a Changing Climate. 

 

 

http://www.csrperspective.com/�
http://www.worldresourcesreport.org/�


James Ricciuti 

James Ricciuti is the chef/owner of Ricciuti’s Restaurant in Olney, MD. He 
and his wife Amy opened Ricciuti’s in 1992 in Laytonsville, MD and moved 
to Olney in 1997 

He has been working in restaurants for over 30 years.  James grew up in 
Old Greenbelt, MD in a large Italian family where he learned to use 
seasonal and local ingredients.   Ricciuti’s Restaurant is one of the area 
leaders in local and sustainable foods.  Most of the food is sourced within a 
75 mile radius of the restaurant with several farms located in Montgomery 

County’s Agricultural Reserve. 

 
Gary Skulnik 
 
Gary co-founded Clean Currents, LLC after several years of working in the 
nonprofit environmental field as an advocate for clean energy solutions to 
global warming. He founded the Clean Energy Partnership in 2004, a nonprofit 
green business group based in Maryland, where among other things, he led 
efforts to market global warming solutions to small businesses. Gary was the 
lead advocate for passage of the landmark 2004 Maryland Renewable Portfolio 

Standard and the 2006 Maryland Healthy Air Act. He has worked for groups such as 
Greenpeace, Sierra Club and the Chesapeake Climate Action Network.  Gary also has a 
background in public relations and marketing, as well as television writing for CNN. He has a 
B.A. from Vassar College and an M.A from the University of Miami, Florida. 
 

Betsy Taylor 

For over twenty-five years, Betsy Taylor has built a solid reputation as a 
philanthropic advisor, social change leader, motivational speaker and problem 
solver. She served as Executive Director of the Ottinger Foundation, Stern 
Family Fund, and Merck Family Fund and currently advises a small number of 
donors and foundations.  

She is the founder and former CEO of the Center for a New American Dream 
(www.newdream.org) and founder and Board President of 1Sky (www.1sky.org). Author of 
three books and frequent public speaker, Betsy Taylor is known for challenging her clients to 
think big and to tackle the root causes of social and ecological problems. She specializes in 
bringing diverse stakeholders together to achieve a shared vision in support of bold action for a 
better world. She convened or took a lead role in the founding of the Iraq War Peace Fund, 



National Voice, State Voices, Center for a New American Dream, 1Sky, Responsible Purchasing 
Network, and the Funders Group on Sustainable Consumption and Production. 

Caroline Taylor 

Caroline has served as executive director of Montgomery Countryside Alliance 
(MCA) since 2009 and lives with her family amidst working farms and forest 
near Poolesville.  MCA strives to promote and protect Montgomery County's 
nationally recognized Agricultural Reserve.  Working to ensure the economic 
vitality of farming on metro's edge led MCA to establish various programs such 
as Land Link Montgomery to address the greatest challenges facing producers – 
notably access to affordable farmland. 

 

Fran Teplitz 
 
Fran serves as the Director of Social Investing & Policy at Green America. 
Green America is a nonprofit membership organization in Washington, DC that 
involves consumers, businesses and investors in economic strategies to 
advance positive social and environmental change. Fran joined the 
organization in 2000. Fran’s work focuses on socially responsible investing, 
including community investing and banking as well as shareholder action. She 
also manages Green America’s role in various coalitions related to sustainable 
business and economics, climate change, and other policy issues. Fran worked 

with Peace Action and the Peace Action Education Fund for seven years before joining Green 
America. Prior to Peace Action, she worked on U.S. policy toward Central America.  She holds a 
Master’s Degree from the Institute for International Peace Studies at the University of Notre 
Dame and earned her undergraduate degree from Washington University in St. Louis in Political 
Science.  

 Doug Weisburger 

Doug Weisburger is the Manager of Montgomery County’s Green Business 
Certification Program and Senior Planning Specialist, Sustainability Programs in 
Montgomery County’s Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) where he 
coordinates community sustainability programs.  His particular focus involves 
engaging residents, businesses and civic organizations in the development of new 
programs and strategic plans designed to reduce the County’s overall ecological 
footprint.  Prior to his work with DEP, Doug was a Senior Management and Budget 
Specialist in the County’s Office of Management and Budget where he was 
responsible for the County’s environmental portfolio.  Before working for 

Montgomery County Government, he was Pacific Islands Desk Officer at the Peace Corps; 



Director of Development for Ashoka: Innovators for the Public; Peace Corps Volunteer in Papua 
New Guinea; Associate Director of Meetings for the Council on Foreign Relations; and high 
school history teacher.  Doug holds a Master of Public Policy with an emphasis on 
environmental policy from the University of Maryland’s School of Public Policy, a Master of Arts 
in International Relations from The George Washington University, and a Bachelor of Arts in 
History from Trinity College in Harford, CT.    

Jessica Weiss 

Jessica is a 23 year resident of Montgomery County, a Berkeley 
undergraduate, with a combined Montessori / Loyola masters in Curriculum 
Development. She has been a wellness instructor for Holy Cross Hospital 
for 14 years and has worked in the food industry for over 30 years.  Jessica 
was looking for a way to combine her love of foods with her educational 
expertise, her desire to do community service, her passion to live 
sustainably and the urgency she feels to connect people. She created 
growing SOUL — Sustainable Opportunities for Universal Learning — as a 

manifestation of her life’s passions. Comprised of leaders and educators in the local food 
movement, growingSOUL is creating a self-reliant, urban farm-to-table, economically 
sustainable food cycle including fresh food production, distribution and nutrient recycling 
through composting in the Nation’s Capital Area. The major underpinning of this project is to 
overhaul the region’s unhealthy, unsustainable linear food chain: chemically laden, genetically 
modified “food” production; nutritionally depleting food processing; environmentally destructive 
distribution; unhealthy consumption; unnecessary waste; disposal without the awareness of 
long-term implications; all fueled by an expensive, polluting, limited oil supply. Via community 
composting, piloted in Takoma Park, the growingSOUL solution brings the two endpoints of this 
linear chain together, effectively transforming the broken chain into a zero-waste sustainable 
food cycle that will help alleviate hunger locally, making local, nutrient-dense food accessible to 
the region. 

Reverend Lennox Yearwood, Jr.  

Rev. Lennox Yearwood Jr., President and CEO of the Hip Hop Caucus, 
is a minister, community activist and one of the most influential 
people in Hip Hop political life. He works tirelessly to encourage the Hip 
Hop generation to utilize its political and social voice. 

Rev Yearwood is a national leader in engaging young people in 
electoral activism.  The Hip Hop Caucus has registered and mobilized 
tens of thousands of young voters to the polls. In 2008, the Hip Hop 
Caucus set a world record of registering the most voters in one day: 
32,000 people across 16 U.S. cities. This effort was part of the Hip Hop 
Caucus’ 2008 “Respect My Vote!” campaign with celebrity spokespeople 



T.I., Keyshia Cole and many other recording artists, athletes, and entertainers. 

Rev Yearwood entered the world of Hip Hop Politics when he served as the Political and 
Grassroots Director of Russell Simmons’ Hip Hop Summit Action Network in 2003 and 2004. In 
2004 he also was a key architect and implementer of three other voter turnout operations – P. 
Diddy’s Citizen Change organization which created the “Vote Or Die!” campaign; Jay Z’s “Voice 
Your Choice” campaign; and, “Hip Hop Voices”, a project at the AFL-CIO.  It was in 2004 that 
he founded the Hip Hop Caucus to bring the power of the Hip Hop Community to Washington, 
DC. 

After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Rev Yearwood established the award winning Gulf Coast 
Renewal Campaign where he led a coalition of national and grassroots organizations to 
advocate for the rights of Katrina survivors.   

A national leader and pacemaker within the green movement, Rev Yearwood has been 
successfully bridging the gap between communities of color and environmental issue advocacy 
for the past four years. With a diverse set of celebrity allies, Rev Yearwood raises awareness 
and action in communities that are often overlooked by traditional environmental campaigns. 
Rev Yearwood’s innovative stance has garnered the Hip Hop Caucus support from several 
environmental leaders including the National Wildlife Federation, Earthjustice, and former Vice 
President Al Gore’s Alliance for Climate Protection. 

Rev Yearwood is the subject of a Discovery Network Documentary for the Planet Green 
Channel. The film, ‘Hip Hop Rev’ (www.HipHopRev.com) follows a year in the life of Rev 
Yearwood, capturing a stunning but often unseen side to environmental activism. It is a one 
year journey where the cameras capture the highs and lows of Rev Yearwood’s efforts to 
involve urban communities in climate activism and green economy solutions. DJ Biz Markie, 
musician Wyclef Jean, actress Gloria Reuben, musician D. Woods, EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson, activist Van Jones, and Rep. Barbara Lee, are all featured in the film. 

Rev Yearwood is a retired U.S. Air Force Reserve Officer.  In the lead up to the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq he began speaking out against such an invasion.  He has since remained a vocal activist in 
opposition to the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  In 2007 he organized a national pro-peace 
tour, “Make Hip Hop Not War”, which engaged urban communities in discussions and rallies 
about our country’s wars abroad and parallels to the structural and physical violence poor urban 
communities endure here at home. 

In 2010 he was named one of the 100 most powerful African Americans by Ebony Magazine, 
and one of the 10 Game Changers in the Green movement by the Huffington Post.  He was also 
named to the Source Magazine’s Power 30, Utne Magazine’s 50 Visionaries changing the world, 
and the Root 100 Young Achievers and Pacesetters. 

Rev Yearwood is a proud graduate of Howard University School of Divinity and the University of 
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the District of Columbia (UDC), both Historically Black Colleges and Universities.  He served as 
student body president at both institutions.  As a student at UDC, he organized massive student 
protests and sit-ins, shutting down the school for ten days straight, and achieved victory against 
budget cutbacks. After graduating from UDC he served as the Director of Student Life at a time 
when the city was attempting to relocate the school, under his leadership the city was forced to 
rescind its effort to marginalize and move the campus. Rev Yearwood went on to teach at the 
Center for Social Justice at Georgetown University, before entering the world of Hip Hop politics 
with Russell Simmons and civil rights activist, Dr. Benjamin Chavis. 

He has been featured in such media outlets as CNN, MSNBC, BET, Huffington Post, Newsweek, 
The Nation, MTV, AllHipHop.com, The Source Magazine, Ebony and Jet, Al Jazeera, BBC, C-
Span, and Hardball with Chris Mathews and featured in the Washington Post, The New York 
Times and VIBE magazine. 

He was born in Shreveport, Louisiana.  The first in his family to be born in the United States, his 
parents, aunts, and uncles, are from Trinidad and Tobago.  Rev Yearwood currently lives in 
Washington, DC with his two sons, who are his biggest inspiration to making this world a better 
place. 
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